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AN ACT concerni ng enpl oynent .

Be it enacted by the People of the State of |Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 1. Short title. This Act may be cited as the

II'linois Ex-Ofenders Enpl oynent Stabilization Act.

Section 5. Illinois Ex-Ofenders Enploynent Stabilization
Program The Departnent of Enpl oynent Security shal
establish the |Illinois Ex-Ofender Enploynent Stabilization
Programas a grant program to (i) increase and inprove
post -rel ease enploynent opportunities for ex-offenders and
(1i1) reduce recidivismrates through the conbined resources
and expertise of providers of workforce developnent and
supportive services. The program shall be established in
I1linois |ocal governnents where (i) the nunber of residents
under State community correctional supervisionis 10,000 or
nmore annually and (ii) the nunber of returnees to that |ocal
government who have exited annually from State correctiona
institutions is 25% or nore of all individuals released
annual |y from state correctional i nstitutions. The
Departnent shall be responsible for review ng grant proposals

and awardi ng grants.

Section 10. Ex-Ofenders Enpl oynment Stabilization Program
Advi sory Board. The Governor shall appoint an Ex- O fenders
Enpl oyment St abilization Program Advi sory Board. The Advi sory
Board shall be chaired by the Director of the Departnent of
Enpl oyment Security. O her nmenbers appointed by the Governor
shal | consi st of one representative of an |Illinois
not-for-profit organization and enrolling 1,000 or nore
i ndi viduals annually in its enploynment and training prograns,

of whom at | east 70% nust be ex-offenders; one representative
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of an I1llinois not-for-profit organization and enrolling
fewer than 150 individuals annually in its enploynent and
trai ning prograns, of whom at |east 70% nust be ex-offenders;
the Comm ssioner of the Gty of Chicago Myor's Ofice of
Wor kf orce Devel opnent; and 4 nenbers nom nated by the Mayor
of the Gty of Chicago, at least 2 of whom the shall hold
managenent -l evel positions at enployers |located within the

Cty of Chicago currently enploying ex-offenders.

Section 15. Advisory Board.
(a) The Advisory Board shall:
(1) prepare and recomend to the Departnment rules
i npl enenting this Act;
(2) determ ne criteria and procedures to be
followed in awardi ng grants and review applications for
grants under the Ex-Ofenders Enploynent Stabilization
Program and
(3) make recomendations to the Departnent as to
the award of grants under the Ex-O fenders Enpl oynent
Stabilization Program
(b) Menbers all the Advisory Board shall not be
reinbursed for their costs and expenses of participation. Al
decisions of the Advisory Board shall be decided on a one
vote per nenber basis with a majority of the Advisory Board
menbership to rule.

(c) The Advisory Board shall report annually to the
Ceneral Assenbly on its effectiveness and shall make further
recomendati ons based on the experiences and outcones of its

oper ati ons.

Section 20. Ex-Ofenders Enploynment Stabilization Program
required el enents. The Ex- O fenders Enploynent Stabilization
Program shall require grant proposals to include the

follow ng elenents to achieve a holistic and conprehensive
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servi ce strategy:
(1) rapid attachnment to work;
(2) long-termfollow up;
(3) pre-release services;
(4) conprehensive support services;
(5) identification assistance; and

(6) job devel opnent and marketi ng.

Section 25. Appropriations. Funds may be appropriated to
the Departnent to pay its costs of adm nistering the prograns
authorized by this Act. Beginning in fiscal year 2002,
appropri ated f unds may be used for the purposes of
inplementing this Act, including necessary admnistrative

costs.

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect upon

becom ng | aw.
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